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INTRODUCTION
Oregon and Washington initiated the Columbia 
River Crossing project to improve both vehicle travel 
e�ciency and safety for people and goods between 
Vancouver and Portland. �e project includes a 
�ve-mile stretch of Interstate 5 between SR 500 in 
Vancouver and Columbia Boulevard in Portland, as 
well as the Interstate Bridge. 

�e Interstate Bridge � actually two bridges side by 
side � clogs tra�c and increases safety risks due to 
the number of cars it can carry, its design and its lift 
span. 

Currently, 12 �preliminary alternative packages� are 
being studied to determine how well they help meet 
the project�s goals. Within those packages, three 
types of bridge proposals are being evaluated: a new 
downstream bridge to supplement the existing I-5 
bridges; a new downstream bridge to replace the 
existing I-5 bridges; and a new upstream bridge to 
replace the existing I-5 bridges. Study results are 
expected before the end of 2006. 

�e U.S. Coast Guard is holding a preliminary 
public hearing Sept. 21, 2006, on the bridge 
proposals because the chosen option may impact to 
marine navigation on the Columbia River. �e U.S. 
Coast Guard may hold another hearing after the 
bridge proposals have been narrowed to one in mid-
2008. Any new bridge will require a permit from the 
Coast Guard. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION FOR  
BRIDGE DESIGN 
When developing proposals for a new bridge that 
either supplements or replaces the existing I-5 
bridges, engineers have had to work within a fairly 
narrow window to avoid the airspace of nearby 
airports and provide for marine tra�c clearance. 
Additional complexities relate to the existing 
navigation channels and the seasonal �uctuating 
river levels.
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OVERVIEW OF BRIDGE PROPOSALS




