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Extending Light Rail to the North

Updated: February 22, 2010

Project planners are studying two options for the east-

west connection to the terminal station near the Marshall 

Center / Clark College with two-way train travel on either 

McLoughlin Boulevard or 17th Street.  Four light rail 

stations and three Park and Rides planned for Vancouver.

Did you know?
Ridership: By 2030, about 17,000 people will cross the

river on light rail each day, with 5.5 million boardings 

annually. Additional riders will be served by C-TRAN 

express buses.

Frequency: Weekday peak service every 8 minutes, with

15 minute service during off-peak periods.

Travel time: In 2030, a morning commute by light rail

between downtown Vancouver and downtown Portland

will take 39 minutes. Travel time between downtown

Vancouver and the Rose Quarter will be 29 minutes.

Transit funding: In September 2008, the project applied

to the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) for $750

million in New Starts funding. This includes the cost of

building 2.9 miles of track, purchasing 16 new light rail

trains, building stations, park and rides and expanding

existing maintenance and garaging facilities. New Starts

funding has not been secured and requires an ongoing

design and federal reporting process that is anticipated to

last through 2013.

Long-term operation and maintenance of the new light

rail line will be funded through C-TRAN and TriMet.

For its share of the operations and maintenance funding,

C-TRAN plans on having a public vote, which is expected

no earlier than fall 2010.

Safety and security
Safety and crime prevention are a high priority in the

design, construction and operation of the new light

rail system. CRC will incorporate engineering and

architectural design elements to maximize safety and 

security at stations and park and rides. Safety features may

include unobstructed sight lines, clearly defined pedestrian

routes, good lighting, reduced station clutter and security

cameras.

As planning for the project continues CRC, C-TRAN,

TriMet and local law enforcement agencies from the cities

of Vancouver and Portland will develop a comprehensive

security strategy.

What’s next?
In December 2009, CRC received approval from the 

Federal Transit Administration to enter into preliminary 

engineering, a new phase of design which focuses on the 

work necessary for construction planning and refining the 

cost estimates. Over the next several months, staff will be 

working toward significant milestones:

• Station design and refinement of park and ride 

designs

• Completion of the Final Environmental Impact 

Statement (EIS), which is required before 

construction can occur.

• Completion of the Final EIS is anticipated in late 

summer 2010.

How can I get involved?
• Contact the project office to talk with a staff member

• Visit the website at www.ColumbiaRiverCrossing.org 

to sign up for updates

• Attend an advisory group meeting

• Invite CRC staff to your group to discuss the project

How can I comment on the project?
E-mail:    feedback@columbiarivercrossing.org                 

Mail:     700 Washington St, Suite 300

    Vancouver, WA 98660  

Phone:    360-737-2726 or 503-256-2726 

Fax:     360-737-0294
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Safety and Security
Planning for safety and security on and around light rail 

is a top priority for C-TRAN, TriMet and the Columbia 

River Crossing (CRC) project. The new light rail line 

will be designed to promote safe interaction between 

light rail trains, cars, pedestrians and bicyclists. Through 

a cooperative team effort and the application of safety 

and security principles, light rail will be designed and 

constructed to run safely, securely, dependably and 

efficiently. 

Providing Passenger Security
CRC is working closely with the City of Vancouver 

and City of Portland police, and C-TRAN and TriMet 

security to maximize passenger safety at stations and 

park & ride facilities, as well as on light rail trains. CRC’s 

security plan will include the following:
Monitor stations and trains by transit security and 
local police officers.

Enforce fare payment.

Install Closed-Circuit TV (CCTV) at light rail 
stations, park & rides and on trains.

Partner with local law enforcement and the regional 
9-1-1 system to have the closest available unit be 
the “first responder” to an incident.

Establish programs to remove graffiti, pick-up litter 
and maintain landscaping.

Work with local government to develop supportive 
land uses near transit stations.

Designing a Safe Light Rail System
CRC is using design strategies proven to reduce the 

potential for crime at stations and on trains. Significant 

input from advisory groups, local jurisdictions and 

the public will help in the design of a safe system. 

Recommendations include: 

Integrate stations into the community, near 
residential and commercial buildings.

Manage pedestrian access to stations through the 
strategic placement of entrances and exits, fencing, 
lighting and landscaping.

Design stations so that activity is easily visible, with 
clear lines of sight into and out of the station.

Ensure stations are well-maintained and 
aesthetically pleasing using high-quality materials, 
attractive design features and public art. 
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Building and Maintaining a Safe and Secure Light Rail System

CRC is a bridge, transit and highway project 
for five miles of I-5 between Vancouver and 
Portland that will increase safety and mobility 
for freight, autos, transit, pedestrians and 
bicyclists. It will:

Replace the Interstate Bridge• 

Extend the MAX Yellow line (light • 
rail) from Portland to Clark College in 
Vancouver

Enhance pedestrian/bicycle connections• 

Improve seven interchanges• 

Transit police and fare inspectors help  
increase passenger safety
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Building and Maintaining a Safe and Secure Light Rail System

Updated: August , 

Create a well-defined separation of stations and 
crosswalks from traffic, using distinct pavement 
textures and traffic signals. Use visual and audible 
warning devices to alert pedestrians, bicyclists and 
drivers to approaching trains.

What’s Next?
Safety and security are planned into every phase of the 

light rail project—from design, through construction and 

into operations. Over the next year, CRC will:

Hold station area design workshops. 

Formalize the Safety and Security Management 
Plan—the blueprint for managing safety and security 

throughout all phases of the project.  

Work with first responder agencies (police, fire, coast 
guard, emergency medical services) to identify light 
rail safety and security issues, ensure fire and life 

safety codes are met and plan emergency responses. 

How can I get involved?
Contact the project office to talk with a staff member

Visit the website at www.ColumbiaRiverCrossing.org 
to sign up for updates

Attend an advisory group meeting

Invite CRC staff to your group to discuss the project

How can I comment on the project?
E-Mail:  feedback@columbiarivercrossing.org                 

Mail:     700 Washington St, Suite 300 
    Vancouver, WA 98660  

Phone:    360-737-2726 or 503-256-2726 

Fax:     360-737-0294

Station lighting increases visibility for those on 
or approaching platforms

Cable, bollards and distinctive surfaces help
define transit, auto and pedestrian areas



Comment Form
Thank you for taking time to give us your comments and help shape the future of this project.

Completed forms may be mailed to the address listed on the other side, or given to a staff member.  
Comments may also be e-mailed to feedback@columbiarivercrossing.org. 

— over —

MY COMMENT



Please give this form to a staff person 
or send it to the project office in a 

stamped envelope.

   YES       
   NO

Would you like to be added to the project 
mailing list?  

Name (First & Last Name, Organization)

Address (Street, City, State, Zip)

E-mail (enter address to receive monthly electronic updates)

SIGN UP FOR PROJECT UPDATES  |  Optional

MAIL

Columbia River Crossing
700 Washington Street, Suite 

300
Vancouver, WA  98660

FAX
360-737-0294

E-MAIL
feedback@columbiarivercrossing.org

Thank you!

WHAT IS THE BEST WAY TO SHARE PROJECT NEWS WITH YOU?  

NEED MORE INFORMATION?
 

   Speaker  |  Would you like a presentation to your community group? Who should we contact to schedule this?  
      Name (First & Last Name, Organization)
      Phone / E-Mail

   Upcoming community events | Please suggest events, festivals, etc. where we can tell others about this project:
      Name of Event                                                           

      Contact person, telephone : _________________________

   Translation |  Does your group need information in a language other than English? 

         Yes     What language?
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Email  Yes  No Presentation at community meeting  Yes  No

Web site  Yes  No Information booth  Yes  No

Facebook  Yes  No Newsletter or mailing  Yes  No

Twitter  Yes  No CRC-sponsored workshop or open house  Yes  No

Date




