






Bridge Lifts
Congestion and outdated design aren’t the only problems. 
When the lift span rises on the Interstate Bridge, collision 
rates climb too. Motorists traveling southbound in 
Vancouver are four times more likely to be in a crash, and 
northbound motorists in Portland are three times more 
likely to have a collision as traffic unexpectedly comes to a 
stop. The replacement bridge will eliminate bridge lifts and 
related safety and congestion problems.

Rising Congestion
As the region’s population continues to grow, so will 
the traffic–and with more cars, there will be more 
opportunities for collisions. Approximately 135,000 
vehicles use the Interstate Bridge daily. By 2030, this 
number will grow to 184,000 if no action is taken. Right 
now, crashes are more than twice as likely to occur  
during peak traffic hours. Based on an analysis of  
traffic predictions, collision rates could double if no  
action is taken.

Solving the Problems
The CRC project includes a range of safety and design 
improvement projects. Here are a few examples:

Replace the existing bridge with new structures that •	
do not have lift spans and include safety shoulders for 
stalled vehicles and incident responders
Adjust the highway grade so drivers can see over  •	
the crest of the bridge, reducing the potential for rear-
end collisions during congested periods 
Increase the length of on-ramps to make it easier for •	
drivers to merge into traffic, and improve connections 
between interchanges
Build a wider and safer path for pedestrians and •	
bicyclists

How can I get involved?
Contact the project office to talk with a staff member•	
Visit the website at www.ColumbiaRiverCrossing.org •	
to sign up for updates
Attend an advisory group meeting•	
Invite CRC staff to your group to discuss  •	
the project

How can I comment on the project?
E-mail:	   feedback@columbiarivercrossing.org                 
Mail: 	    700 Washington Street, Suite 300
	    Vancouver, WA 98660  
Phone:	    360-737-2726 or 503-256-2726 
Fax: 	    360-737-0294

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA) INFORMATION    Materials can be provided in alternative formats: large print, Braille, cassette tape, or on computer disk for people with 
disabilities by calling the Office of Equal Opportunity (OEO) at (360) 705-7097. Persons who are deaf or hard of hearing may contact OEO through the Washington Relay Service at 7-1-1.

TITLE VI NOTICE TO PUBLIC    It is the Washington State Department of Transportation’s (WSDOT) policy to assure that no person shall, on the grounds of race, color, national origin and 
sex, as provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise discriminated against under any of its federally funded 
programs and activities. For language interpretation services, please contact the project office at (866) 396-2726. Any person who believes his/her Title VI protection has been violated, may file 
a complaint with WSDOT’s Office of Equal Opportunity (OEO). For Title VI complaint forms and advice, please contact OEO’s Title VI Coordinator at (360) 705-7098.
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The Columbia River Crossing project provides comprehensive solutions to this region’s current and future transportation 
problems. With this long-term view, the project is being designed to support this region’s policies for environmental protection 
and land use. When the Columbia River Crossing project is completed, it will provide more commuter choices than are available 
today, reduce greenhouse gases, make improvements to water quality, and support environmentally sustainable and livable 
communities. 

CRC is a bridge, transit and highway project that will 
improve five miles and seven closely-spaced interchanges 
on I-5 between Columbia Blvd. in Portland and SR 
500 in Vancouver. The project will build a replacement 
bridge across the Columbia River, extend light rail from 
the MAX Expo station to Clark College in Vancouver, 
improve the pedestrian and bicycle path and implement 
tolling and transportation demand management strategies.

Project Overview 

Environmental Benefits:
The various elements of this project will result in benefits for 
the community and natural environment. 

Greenhouse gases: Tolling, extending light rail and improving 
the bicycle and pedestrian path will reduce the number of auto 
trips, and thus emissions, across the Columbia River on I-5. The 
planned highway improvements can further reduce emissions by 
reducing idling and congestion. Currently bridge lifts and high 
crash rates are major causes of congestion. With this project, 
bridge lifts will be eliminated and crashes will be reduced by 
fixing substandard features at six interchanges and constructing 
add/drop lanes for safe merging and lane changes.

In addition, trees will be planted in the I-5 corridor to absorb 
or offset carbon emissions from the transportation system that 
lead to climate change.  

Air quality: With or without the CRC project, air quality will 
improve in the I-5 corridor due to cleaner fuels, cleaner engines 
and more fuel efficient vehicles. The result will be reductions 
in air pollutants, including carbon monoxide, nitrogen oxide, 
volatile organic compounds and particulate matter. The project 
will reduce carbon monoxide and nitrogen oxide by 10 percent 
in North Portland, while also decreasing volatile organic 
compound emissions by 11 percent compared to doing nothing 
by the year 2030. 

The project would result in fewer cars idling on neighborhood 
streets, further improving air quality for people who live near 
I-5 in North Portland and Vancouver. 
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Water Quality: The existing bridge and much of the highway 
do not have facilities to treat stormwater runoff. The water that 
washes off I-5 and the bridge in the project area contains heavy 
metals, salts and toxic chemicals that harm aquatic life. CRC 
will treat 30 million gallons of stormwater annually, which will 
improve water quality and habitat for people, fish and aquatic 
organisms. 

Fish Habitat: The new replacement bridge will have fewer 
piers in the Columbia River than the current bridge which will 
improve habitat for native fish species that migrate downstream 
to the ocean as juveniles. The pier supports for the existing I-5 
Bridge allow predatory fish to hide and consume fish listed 
under the Endangered Species Act. 

Highway Noise: Sound walls and other sound mitigation will be 
installed along the highway and will reduce traffic related noise 
for many homes and businesses along the corridor. Sound wall 
locations have not been determined yet. 

Land Use: Extending light rail to Hayden Island and 
downtown Vancouver supports local and regional plans to 
focus development around transit stations. Mixed use and 
transit oriented development would provide opportunities for 
economic development for both communities that do not exist 
today. 

Livability: A new pedestrian and bicycle path will be built 
on the replacement I-5 Bridge. Connections to regional paths 
on both sides of the river will also be improved. Walking 
and bicycling across the bridge and onto Hayden Island and 
downtown Vancouver will be safer and easier to navigate. 
By making walking and biking easier, residents will have 
alternatives to driving short distances.

Environmental Opportunities
The CRC project is creating a sustainability plan consistent 
with the sustainability programs of Oregon and Washington. 
While researching and discussing the plan with the community, 
opportunities to apply “green” practices through design and 
construction will continue to be explored. Although decisions 
are not yet final, potential sustainability activities for the project 
could include: 

Sustainable and renewable energy sources •	
Energy conservation during design, construction and •	
operation
Recycled, re-used and local materials could be used in the •	
construction of new structures
Use of low-sulfur fuel for construction equipment•	
Tree planting for carbon sequestration and to improve •	
community aesthetics and livability

How can I get involved and learn more? 
Contact the project office to talk with a staff member•	
Invite CRC to your group’s next meeting•	
Attend a Project Sponsors Council meeting or open house•	
Learn more online: www.ColumbiaRiverCrossing.org •	
Submit comments to feedback@columbiarivercrossing.org •	
or 700 Washington Street, Suite 300, Vancouver, WA 98660, 
or call 1-866-396-2726




